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unfinished by chance. The manner in which it
is cut short not only lights up the characters
of the Squire and the Franklin in a manner
eminently characteristic of Chaucer, but also
gently satirises the long-windedness and
absurdity of the romance-writers; and that
Chaucer was keenly alive to their faults is
shown by the rollicking burlesque of Sir
Thopas. The Squieres Tale forms, as it were,
a half-way house between the serious treat-
ment of romance in Troilus and Criseyde and
the Knightes Tale, and the pure parody of
Chaucer's own " tale of mirthe."

Sir Thopas parodies not only the matter
but the manner of the romance writers. It
out-Herods Herod in the intolerable jingle
of its verse and the absurdity of its extra
syllables, while the adventures of Sir Thopas
and the fairy queen prove too much even for
the pilgrims, ready as they are to be interested
in a story of any kind.

Sir Thopas wex a doghty swayn,
Whyt was his face as payndemaynl

His lippes red as rose;
His rode 2 is lyk scarlet in grayn,
And I you telle in good certayn

He hadde a semely nose,

1 fine flour,                       2 complexion.